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Transitioning to a low carbon climate 
resilient development pathway as 
envisaged in the National Climate 
Change Action Plan (2013-2017) 
requires substantial funding and 
investment. Some counties in Kenya 
have formulated regulations to help 
raise funds for climate change actions 
and achieve low carbon climate 
resilient development.

Among these counties is Wajir, through 
the Wajir County Climate Change Fund 
Act, 2016. On 24 May 2016, Wajir 
Governor Ahmed Abdullahi signed the 
Act into law and its implementation 
commenced in June 2016. The Act 
was formulated through a participatory 
process that included communities and 
development partners, and guided by the 
Kenya Climate Change Act, 2016 and the 
Public Finance Management Act, 2012, 
in tandem with the Constitution of Kenya.

The Act commits the County Government 
to set aside not less than 2 percent of its 
development budget for climate change 
projects, programmes and activities. This 
is provided for in the Climate Finance 
Framework under the Act, ensuring the 
sustainability of the Fund. 

Seed money equivalent to KSh 
62,709,714 million (USD 615,000) 
was provided by the Department for 
International Development (DfID) 
through the Strengthening Adaptation 
and Resilient to Climate Change in 
Kenya (StARCK+) project to kickstart the 
implementation of the Act. 

The seed money is being used to fund 12 
water-related projects, including fencing 
and rehabilitation of 10 pans, and drilling 
of two boreholes that will be powered 
using a solar system.

Wajir is the second county in Kenya and 
Africa to set up such a legislation after 
Makueni. Other counties in the process 
of developing similar legislation include 
Kitui, Isiolo, and Garissa. The Act places 
Wajir County in a strategic position to 
access climate finance from the National 
Government, development partners, and 
international sources.

The Fund facilitates climate change 
financing in Wajir through establishing 
climate finance mechanisms, facilitating 
and planning for climate change 
adaptation and mitigation in the county 
planning and budgetary framework, 
and initiating and coordinating finance 
for climate change adaptation and 
mitigation activities at community level, 
among others. 

The Adaptation Consortium (ADA), 
with funding from DfID, supports the 
five county governments named above 
under the StARCK+ Project to access 
climate finance in support of adaptation 
and climate resilient development. The 
consortium is also supporting the five 
counties to mainstream climate change 
into their planning processes.

The National Drought Management 
Authority (NDMA) coordinates the work 
of the consortium, which brings together 
Christian Aid (CA), International Institute 
for Environment and Development (IIED), 
Kenya Meteorological Department 
(KMD) and UK Met office.

The Act provides a framework for 
sharing of finances in the Climate 
Change Fund, with 10% being set aside 
for administrative costs, 70% for projects 
in the wards, and 20% for county-
wide projects. Further, it makes public 
participation mandatory, where each 

Ward Planning Committee is obligated 
to convene, during the first quarter 
of every financial year, at least three 
community consultation forums in three 
different locations for climate change 
awareness, project eligibility criteria, 
and identification of priority projects from 
community members. In addition, the 
Act promotes transparency in planning, 
budgeting and tendering of climate 
change initiatives.

Since the formation of County 
governments, Wajir has spent the 
highest proportion of its development 
budget in funding water related 
projects. This exemplary work led to the 
appointment of the Governor of Wajir, 
Ahmed Abdullahi, as Water Ambassador 
for all the 47 counties by the Water 
and Irrigation Cabinet Secretary Hon. 
Eugene Wamalwa. 

Increased water funding and better 
management has reduced water-related 
conflict in the county, and reduced water 
collection distance, enabling women 
and children to easily access water 
including watering points for livestock 
compared to previous years. Wajir 
County has consequently increased 
technical capacities of local experts 
and transparency of adaptation and 
mitigation funding.

Abdirahman Ibrahim
CEC Environment Energy & Natural 
Resource
Wajir County
admaalim@yahoo.com

Bob Aston 
Arid Lands Information Network (ALIN)
baston@alin.net
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Women fetching water from a project funded through the Wajir 
County Climate Change Fund ©Mohamed Turane
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Editorial  

Climate change describes larger th
an 

normal variability
 in weather and climate 

parameters, especially rainfall and tem-

perature. The cause of climate change 

has been debated by critic
s. But the tim

e 

for debate is long past. U
nless we act 

more proactively, hundreds of millio
ns 

of people will fa
ce more drought, m

ore 

floods, more hunger and more conflict. 

That is why Kenya is not waiting. Kenya 

is taking bold adaptation and mitigation 

actions to combat the impacts of climate 

change. 

Climate change is reducing grain yields and 

causing food prices to rise steeply, e
spe-

cially in Africa. Lower grain yields and food 

price spikes could lead to a 20 percent ris
e 

in malnutritio
n among children in Africa. Var-

iable rainfall patterns are likely to constrain 

fresh water supply, c
ompromising hygiene 

and increasing the risk of water-borne 

diseases, which kill over 2.2 million mostly 

children under five years of age in Asia 

and Africa. Climate change is creating the 

perfect storm, with pandemics invigorated 

by warmer climate, water scarcity, h
unger 

and malnutritio
n, and changes in disease 

vector ecology.

According to World Health Organisation 

(WHO), th
e direct cost to health, excluding 

costs in agriculture, water and sanitation, 

is projected to reach $2-4 billion annually 

by 2030. The World Bank estimates that 

$75 billion will be needed annually to deal 

with the impacts of climate change such 

as tropical diseases, decline in agricultural 

productivity and damage to infrastructure 

owing to sea-level ris
e. 

Climate change is an existential threat to 

“Our Common Future”, w
hich requires much 

greater responsibility at individual, commu-

nity, n
ational and global levels to return our 

planet on a path of equitable and sustaina-

ble development. This special issue of Joto 

Afrika for the 21st Conference of Parties to 

the United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (COP21) presents a 

collection of articles, which demonstrate 

Kenya’s commitment and leadership in 

addressing the impacts of climate change 

Kenya is taking bold steps to 

combat climate change

The Government of Kenya understands 

its obligation both to its citizens and the 

community of nations with respect to taking 

decisive and appropriate measures that 

contributes to abating Greenhouse gas 

emissions, as well as enhancing resilience 

to the climate change impacts. Through 

its Intended Nationally Determined Contri-

bution (IN
DC) Kenya has embraced a low 

emission and climate resilient development 

strategy. 

Kenya understands that the tim
e to act is 

now. The country is in the process of final-

izing its Climate Change Bill 2014 and the 

Climate Change Policy Framework. These 

provide a legal and institutional fra
mework 

for mitigation and adaption to the effects of 

climate change; coordination mechanism 

for formulation of programs and plans 

to enhance the resilience of human and 

ecological systems against the impacts of 

climate change; measuring, verification and 

reporting of climate interventions; guid-

ance and measures to achieve low carbon 

climate resilient development. 

Moreover, in
itiatives such as investments 

in geothermal energy generation, estab-

lishment of a sub-national adaptation fund 

(County Climate Change Fund), building a 

national greenhouse inventory to estimate 

emissions and removals from land based 

activities and the wide use of solar lanterns 

and cook stoves, in Narok and Samburu, 

demonstrates that the Country understands 

the urgent need for decisive action. 

This November, th
e world will converge in 

Paris at COP21. COP21 may not produce 

a global deal. But I th
ink we all have a 

moral obligation as citizens of the world to 

act responsibly and preserve the planet for 

posterity.
 COP21 must be about you and I, 

our communities and what our nations can 

do to curb global warming.

Alex O. Awiti, P
hD 

Director, East African Institute of the Aga 

Khan University

alex.awiti@
aku.edu
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Joto Afrika is Swahili; it
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the heat’.  

Editorial

As a concept, green growth advocates 

for 
complimenting actions between 

how we utiliz
e our natural resources 

and our daily development endeavors. 

Furthermore, green growth orients policy 

and associated subsequent actions in 

regard to climate change issues. The 

United Nations sustainability
 website 

provides a historical reference to the 

origin of the concept. In
 practical terms for 

countries of Africa, the concept derives 

from Rio+20 global commitment to pursue 

a development approach that ensures 

inter -generation equity with regards 

to availability
 of natural resources and 

eradication of absolute poverty through 

green economy . 

But why focus on green growth? The need 

arises from the fact that evidence from 

climate change research guides that unless 

human activities are tailored to minimize 

extravagance in the use of natural resources 

and other inputs at industrial and domestic 

scales so that increase in atmospheric 

temperature is maintained; on average 

below 2O C compared to pre­industrial period, 

catastrophic consequences are inevitable. 

This is a grim situation for Africa where 

the negative impacts of climate change 

are expected to lead to: (i) intense inter 

community inter­community conflicts over 

natural resources like pasture and water 

resources, (ii) 
famine and starvation as a 

result of anticipated decline in crop yields 

of as much as 50% (iii)
 increase in climate 

change refugees as population migrates 

from extensively degraded environments 

and overall down­turn in economic and 

social growth. The key remedial target is to 

reduce emission of Green House Gases. 

Globally, 
policy measures and strategies 

have been developed to address climate 

change through green growth. In
 addition, 

research has led to technological innovations 

and inventions that are rapidly transforming 

production and consumption patterns to 

more efficient and less polluting practices. 

Thermal efficiency of wood­fuel stoves, 

improved solar generation and consumption 

technologies and products, water efficient 

technologies , and manufacturing process 

efficiencies due to improved process flows, 

“zero waste generation” and improvements 

in design of equipment and appliances 

Green Growth: An Overview of 

the Framework for Development 

to ensure ease of re­manufacturing, 

recycling and refurbishing are some of 

enumerable examples. However, a
 glaring 

gap is lack of industry standard indices 

that enable comparing performance of 

different efficiency achievements. Recent 

examples of star rating of appliances to 

inform consumers of efficiency values of 

electric and electronic appliances and 

equipment are qualitative to aid consumers’ 

purchase –decisions. Nonetheless, while 

these efforts are commendable, intensive 

research is required to develop resource –

efficiency standards, indicators and indices 

at industrial, domestic consumption and 

production levels.

At national level, an assessment report 

on green growth done in 2014 by the 

United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP
) concludes that Kenya is already 

implementing various green economy 

initiatives. The fundamental challenge is 

to mainstream and align green economy 

activities across the social, economic and 

environmental spheres of society. 
This 

requires an integrated approach through 

the development of a strategy that identifies 

the costs, opportunities, trade­offs and 

range of policy instruments that support th
e 

transition to a green economy. S
ome of the 

key thematic areas to be considered include 

standards and regulations, financing, fiscal 

policy, and coherent and effective policy 

coordination. 

Organizational fora such as the Kenya 

Sustainability Energy Day will bring key 

energy stakeholders to discuss strategies 

on taking the lead in sustainable energy 

development and financing clean energy 

projects. It is
 commendable that research has 

led to various innovations and technologies 

in the energy, w
ater, agriculture sectors and 

value­chain supply as illu
strated by articles 

in this issue of Joto Afrika.

 Alice A. Kaudia (PhD)

Environment Secretary, M
inistry of

Environment, N
atural Resources and 

Regional Development Authoritie
s

alice.kaudia@gmail.com
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A team installs solar powered roofing tile
s 

on a house. Innovation is key to achieving 

green growth. ©Climate Innovation Centre
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Editorial 

Climate Change remains one of the 

greatest threats to civilization today. 

Its impacts continue to threaten lives 

and livelihoods of th
e most vulnerable 

groups living in the global south. There 

is a broad consensus that Africa stands 

to be most im
pacted by the effects of 

global warming and that th
e significant 

population groups living below the 

poverty line make African countries 

particularly vulnerable

The increased frequency in occurrence 

of extreme weather events, growing 

rainfall variability and related increase in 

incidences of natural disasters demands 

urgent attention to translate the Paris 

Climate agreement into concrete actions 

at grassroots levels. Further, it 
is important 

to appreciate that measures instituted to 

mitigate against global warming may – if 

not well ordered, result in constricting 

developmental processes for 
climate 

vulnerable groups who also suffer the 

added burden of being ‘energy poor’.

Recognizing the commendable efforts of the 

Government of Kenya to address climate 

change and shift towards a low carbon 

development pathway, th
e challenge going 

forward is to effectively translate these 

concrete actions into tangible engagements 

at county government levels and further on 

at community level. Of necessity, 
is the 

need to integrate these national climate 

actions to other overarching interventions 

including the UN Sustainable Energy For 

All (S
E4ALL) of which Kenya is a signatory 

and has also developed its SE4ALL Action 

Agenda and Investment Prospectus. 

Thus, it 
is crucial that efforts are made to 

secure congruence in the engagements 

as these national climate and energy 

commitments and ambitions are translated 

into interventions at county and grassroots 

level.

It is in enabling transition to community 

level actions that we see a clear ro
le for 

youth in Kenya. Considering that close 

to 50% of th
e Sub-Saharan population is 

under th
e age of 30 years and given the 

high levels of unemployment in the region, 

youth remain particularly vulnerable to 

climate threats and the impacts thereof. 

It is thus imperative that youth are not 

only seen as a target of re
medial actions 

Youth and Climate Change 

- A Call to
 Action

but, should be better engaged to become 

drivers of programs instituted to address 

climate change and energy poverty.

It is
 with this background that this edition 

seeks to look into the role and involvement 

of youth in addressing climate change and 

further, highlight opportunities that need 

to be leveraged to consolidate ongoing 

engagements and build to scale successful 

youth led interventions.

Most evident, is the leading role youth 

in Kenya have played in championing 

for climate justice in global climate 

negotiations, their 
proven actions in 

conservation, afforestation, green energy 

and smart agriculture. Of significance 

are their recent pilot actions to secure 

domestication of the National Climate 

Change Action Plan (NCCAP) in specific 

counties in Kenya. These youth climate 

actions, which are profiled in this Joto 

Issue, clearly illustrate the commitment 

and long-standing inputs that have been 

made by youth in their endeavor to institute 

actions to mitigate and adapt to climate 

change.

The call goes out to
 national and county 

governments to recognize that youth– in 

many instances, are clear on what needs 

to be done to reverse this worrying decline 

towards a global climate catastrophe. It 
is 

with this background that the public and 

private sector with the cooperation of civil 

society, n
eed to devise coherent strategies 

and mechanisms to consolidate ongoing 

youth climate actions and further provide 

the necessary support to
 scale these up to 

embrace all youth.

This call to action not only provides a 

remedy to the climate challenge Kenya 

faces today but also provides an opportunity 

to  capitalize on the creative energies of 

youth to realize the country’s ambition to 

transition into a low carbon climate resilient 

regime. In so doing, Kenya not only arrests 

the widening impacts of climate change 

but, a
lso secures the gainful involvement 

of our youth in building a greener nation.

Paul Mbole

Sustainability Initiative

Norwegian Church Aid

paul.mbole@nca.no 
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A youth group member tre
llising tomato plants 

to provide better air circulation and help prevent 

diseases making it e
asier to see and harvest the 

fruit. ©
Vivian Atakos (CCAFS)
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Editorial

Most of the countries in the world, especially 

in Africa, consider Climate Change to be a 

major threat to sustainable development, 

necessitating for international attention 

and action. The Paris Agreement on Climate 

Change was a starting point where all th
e 

nations jointly fronted their aspirations 

to battle climate change and adapt to its 

effects. A number of the countries have 

ratiied the Agreement and corresponding 

positive actions are under im
plementation. 

However, th
ere is need for the countries to 

expedite the process of im
plementation and 

widen the scale. The Agreement entered 

into force on November 4, 2016, coinciding 

with the 22nd UN Conference of Parties on 

Climate Change (COP 22) in Marrakech, 

Morocco.

Kenya heads to COP22, having cabinet 

approval of the Paris Agreement. It is the 

instrument that will fo
rge the country’s future in 

implementing its priority actions towards climate 

change mitigation, as well as adaptation. 

Kenya in its Intended Nationally Determined 

Contribution (INDC) aspires towards low 

carbon and climate resilient development. 

The Country is coming up with an all-inclusive 

implementation plan of its INDC. Six (6) sector-

working groups are detailing speciics for 

each sector and priority actions. The INDC is 

informed by a number of key policy documents 

that set priority of country’s climate agenda; the 

National Climate Change Response Strategy 

(NCCRS), th
e National Climate Change Action 

Plan (NCCAP), and the National Adaptation 

Plan (NAP). 

Kenya has a Climate Change Act that 

commenced on May 06 2016. It p
rovides for a 

regulatory framework for enhanced response to 

climate change and provide for measures and 

mechanisms to achieve a low carbon climate 

resilient development. On October 13 2016 the 

cabinet approved the National Climate Change 

Policy Framework (CCPF) for submission to, 

and adoption by Parliament as a Sessional 

Paper on National Climate Change. The CCPF 

provides a framework for coordinated response 

to climate change, and will streamline and 

Kenya’s Comprehensive Approach 

to Addressing Climate Change  

guide efforts at both the international, national 

and local levels to address the challenges and 

seize opportunities that may arise. 

According to the World Bank, investments that 

are low-carbon and climate-resilient can be 

relevant in promoting sustainable economic 

growth, which is key to achieving countries’ 

goals of ending extreme poverty and boosting 

shared prosperity. 

The comprehensive and tim
ely nature in which 

the Kenyan government has addressed climate 

change attests its willingness to address 

challenges that come with climate change 

and at the same tim
e capitalizing on inherent 

opportunities.  

The Government of Kenya, for example, 

is implementing the National Agriculture 

Insurance and Risk Management Program. It 

has both crop and livestock insurance schemes. 

With the crop insurance, smallholder farmers’ 

capacity to manage risks and losses will be 

enhanced. The livestock insurance will cushion 

livestock keepers, predominantly in the arid and 

semi arid lands, against the risks resulting from 

disasters associated with droughts.  

Kenya is participating in the REDD+ process, 

with pursuit of compensation for its actions 

taken to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 

emissions from the forestry sector. The 

National Government, in partnership with 

County Governments and other partners, is 

focusing at sustainable management of solid 

waste. It 
launched a 100–days Rapid Results 

Initiative (RRI) in
 August, 2016 as a strategic 

intervention approach intended to focus 

attention and effort for a quick turn-around 

targeting easily achievable actions. Kenya 

has also developed a National Appropriate 

Mitigation Action (NAMA) Support Project on 

“Circular Economy Solid Waste Management” 

in the urban areas. It p
roposes a new approach 

to waste management that involves waste 

recycling and composting. These form part of 

the highlights in this issue. 

Harun Warui (PhD)

National Project Manager, LECRD Project 

harunwarui@gmail.com 
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A young man taking care of water melons 

crop- Kabonon Kapkamak Irrig
ation scheme 

in Elgeyo Marakwet County. ©
 Bernard Kiregi


